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Haddon Avenue in Corlfngswnod has heen selected as nne of the 10 best streets in

the natinn by the /

Courier- Post Staff

Hy LAVINIA. DecAsmo'

CDLLINGSWUDD

“A national planning or-
ganization has Dpicked

Haddon Averiue in:Col-

imgswood as one of the 10.

best-streots in. the Unlterl
States.
This iz the ﬁrst ‘time

the American P]:mnmg:.

Association piclked a Neiv
Jersey location to feature
as part of its Great Places
in America program.

“We hope to call atten-
tion to the fact that there
are some really neal plac-
es in America and they
don’t just happen on theijr
owl, these communities
had a plan to make it hap-
pen,” APA spokesman
Denny Johnson said.
"Hopefully . this. will: in-
spire other’ commumt:es
to say ‘What can we do
here to make our commu-
nity better? * .

APA consldem

Collingstood' Mayor -Ji
Maley said:.. . .

Maley sa]d bumugh of-

Tt extremely ﬂatter- :"
ing to get'national: FeLog-.
nition or our :lnwnbuwn

-designation covers a 1
‘black portion of Haddon
Aveme between Home- -

~stead  and Madison

Planning. hsoclation. R

ficials had no iderx Col-
lingswood was in the run-
ning until last month,
when he received a lotter
from APA saying Haddon
Avenue was being consig-
ered for the designation.
“That's a really big
deal and one we -didn’t

‘even know aboit,” Maley

said. "Il was wmpleLP[y
outofthe blue.? -
-Economic - deveiop

-ment efforts in Collings-
“wood have earned the:
- ough-.some’ recognition.

from regwnal andstated

streets,

Cumngswwd has rewtallzed its downtown arpa,aipng -~
- Haddon Avenue with a variety of busingss: K "

David - Mnrley, are-
search associate with
APA, said the organiza- °

tion picited Collingswood
because of the berough’s
elforts to use economic do-
velopment to complelely
revitalize its downtown

- shopping dmmct ‘which

was filled
storefronts i
and 1980s, .

“It’s a functional com-

mercial corridor with ros.

taurants and shops,” Mor-

]ey :sal

how it was completely -
fransformed, in' the . past

touple of decades.”
Collingswoud's. walka-

billty was also'a factor,

Morley said. -
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“We are loocking for
streets that are both friend-
1y tomotorists and to pedes-
trians and public transit,”
Morley said.

Also a factor were tran-
sit-oriented development
projects like the Lumber-
Yard and the planned
transformation of the area
surrounding the PATCO
Hi-Speedline - station- in
town into a mixed-use de-
velopment.

“It is exciting to see this
type of sustainable develop-
ment occurring not only in

‘Jarge urban areas, but also
smaller communities like
Collingswood,” APA Chief

Executive Officer Paul
Farmer said.

The other nirne streets to
get the designation were
Broadway  in Skagway,
Alaska; President Clinton
Avenue in Little Rock,
Ark.; Front Street in Bath,
Maine; South Main Sireet

i Ann Arbor, Mich.; Front

Street in Traverse City,
Mich.; Main Street in

Gleenvﬂle,_ 8.C.; Duke of

Gloucester Street in Wil-
Liamsburg, Va.; North Main
Street in Wheeling, W.Va.;
and East Newberry Boule-
vard in Milwaukee, Wis.

Reach Lavinla DeCastro at (856)
486-2652 or |decastro@courier-
postonline.com
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Haddon-Avenue in Coihngswood is one of 10 streets honereéd by the American Planning
Association. It is the only street in New Jersey to receive the honor in 2009. The asso-
ciation praised Collingswood for its work in the downtown area. .



